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THE ARMOURY. 


Protestant Class in Darnet. 


A Protestant class in connection with the Protestant Educational 
Institute, the Finchley Protestant Association, and the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of Barnet, was conducted in Barnet in 
the months of February and March by Mr. James Todd, the Exam- 
iner for the Protestant Educational Institute. The subjects of the 
lectures were: The Bible the Rule of Faith, The Seven Sacra- 
ments of the Church of Rome. Transubstantiation and Consubstan- 
tiution. Confession and Absolution. The Text Book for the class 
was Todd’s Protestant Text Book of the Romish Controversy; Vol. 
I. Part Il. The first lecture was delivered in Christ Church school- 
room, on February 13th. The chair was occupied by the Rev. H. 
J. Browne, Vicar of Christ Church. There were present Dr. 
Turle and the Kev. Philip Dowe, Rev. Professor Griffith, F.G.S., 
Rey. Thomas Hill, Dr. Sandell, Messrs. G. H. Williams, J. Terry, 
J. L. B. Newbury, &c., and a good attendance of both sexes. 

The Cuatrman said they were gathered together to hear the 
first of a course of lectures, which had been already advertised to 
be given by Mr, Todd, the Examiner for the Protestant Educational 
Institute. From the office held by the Lecturer and the character 
of the Institute, he would expect a plain and argumentative 
address, rather than a declamatory speech. They were not there 
for controversial excitement, but in order that their young people 
might hear some plain words on the main bulwarks of Protestantism. 

Mr, Topp then proceeded with his lecture. He said that the 
Protestant Rule of Faith was not, as untruly stated by Romanists, 
the Bible as interpreted by each one’s private judgment; that the 
rule of faith was not, as Ritualists say, the word of God, as 
understood by the Primitive Church, or as Romanists assert, the 
written word of God, the unwritten word, or tradition, together with 
the Church’s interpretation; it was simply the Bible,and the 
Bible only. He argued that the rule of faith must be divine, bat 
that as each one’s private judgment was not divine, as the 
opinions and interpreiations of the primitive doctors were not 
divine, then they could not be a part of the rule; and that as 
with respect to the Romish rule, their “‘ Written Word,” contained 
apocryphal books which were not inspired, or canonical; their 

VoL, VIII. 
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traditions had no existence, and the Church’s interpretation had 
never been given; therefore this pretended rule must be 
rejected—there remained, then, the Bible and the Bible alone. 
He then proved by numerous texts of Scripture, that the Written 
Word was the rule for the Jewish Church; and that our Saviour 
and His Apostles constantly referred to the Written Word as 
being authoritative, and never to traditions unless to condemn 
them. The New Testament was written to guide the faith and 
direct the practice of Christians. It was written for the benefit 
of all and all had a right to possess it,and to read it. The Old 
and the New Testaments formed the lible, and as it contains all 
that is necessry for us to know and todo in order that we may 
be saved, we conclude that it is the Rule of Faith. 

A vote of thanks to the Li cturer was moved by Dr. Turze, and 
seconded by the Rev. P. Dows, and carried unanimously. 

The remaiwing four lectures were given in the roomof the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, Corn Exchange. The chair was taken 
at the second lecture by the Rev. H. J. Browne, and at the remain- 
ing ones by Mr. James Terry. The examination in writing was 
held on Friday evening, March 19th. An account of the meeting 
fir the distribution of prizes will be given in our next number. 

We trust that the example set by Dr. Turle in organizing 
this Protestant Class will be followed by influential Protestants 
in other towns where such classes have not yet been held. Barnet 
is not the only town where an aggressive course is pursued by the 
Romish Jesuits. 





Archbishop sigherditch and the Heformation 
in the Armenian Church of Asia sMinor. 


For the last fifteen years there has been a spirit of enquiry 
awakened in the Armenian Church of Asia Minor, through the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures and of the Prayer Book of the Church of 
England in the Armenian and Turkish languages. The Mis- 
sionaries of the American Board of Missions have laboured for 40 
years in that region, and their teaching has not been without effect, 
both direct and indirect. The Congregational system is, however, 
not in sympathy with the habits of thought of the Oriental Christians, 
many of whom have a strong attachment to Episcopacy, and a 
Liturgical form of worship. About 13 years ago, Martyn Migher- 
ditch, the Armenian Archbishop of Aintab, and Catholicos of the 
Convent of Sis, one of the chief religious centres of the Armenian 
Church, having been referred to for information by some of his own 
people, who had got into controversy with the American Mis- 
sionaries, was led thereby diligently to study the Word of God, and 
thus became convinced of the unscriptural errors and corruptions 
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of his own Church. After much mental struggle and persevering 
prayer, he determined for the truth’s sake to abandon his eccle- 
siastical dignity and honour, and wealth, and to become a Protes- 
tant. But there were parts of the Congregational system from which 
he shrank, and he had not taken the decisive step when he met 
with the translation of the English Prayer Book; and after deep study 
and much prayer he applied to the late Bishop Gobat for intereom- 
munion. After frequent communication with him, and personal inter- 
course with Rev. Dr. 8. W. Kéelle, C.M.S. Missionary at Constanti- 
nople, he publicly announced his attachment to the Church of Eng- 
land, and has endured persecution and the loss of all things in 
consequence, Still he has maintained his position, and above 300 
of the Armenians in Aintab have continued steadfast in their attach- 
ment to his ministrations. The late Bishop Gobat, to the time of 
his death, generously maintained the Archbishop, and supplied him 
with the necessaries of life from funds at his disposal ; and by the 
generous aid of the late Rev. W. Newton, a church where he might 
winister to his Reformed Armenian flock was commenced some 
years ago,on a site secured for the purpose. Through the 
intrigues of the Armenian Patriarch at the Porte, the firman for 
the building of this church (of which the Earl of Shaftesbury, 
K.G., John MeGregor, Esq., Canon Tristram, and Rev. W. New- 
ton (the donor), were to be the trustees) was delayed for six years. 
It has now been obtained, and the walls of the church have been 
raised a few feet, but further progress is arrested, owing to the 
exhaustion of all available funds. 

The Archbishop, thus deprived of all means of personal mainten- 
ance, and also of the prospect of having a building in which to 
gather his people, has been compelled to come to England to appeal 
to the Christian liberality of those who love the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and are interested in the reform of the Eastern Church, for 
their aid (1st) to complete the modest church required at Aintab, 
and the building of schools ; and (2ndly) for the maintenance of his 
work. 

By the unanimous testimony of those who know the country and 
the people, there exists a wide-spread desire on the part of the 
Armenians to reform their Church. This desire exists not only 
among those who, imbued with evangelical truth, have united 
themselves with Archbishop Migherditch, but also among many 
who have not formerly left the Armenians, but have become dis- 
satisfied with the erroneous doctrines and superstitious ritual in 
which they have been brought up. 

The case and position of Bishop Migherditch is well known to 
and strongly recommended by the Archbishop of Canterbury ; the 
Right Rev. the Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem; the Rev. J. Zeller, 
and Rey. T. F. Wolters (late of Smyrna), ©.M.S. Missionaries of 
Jerusalem; Rev. Preb. Wright, The Heath, Hampstead; Rev. 
Canon Tristram, College, Durham, Commissary of the Bishop of 
Jerusalem, to whom enquiries may be addressed. 
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Any donations and subscriptions can be paid to the credit of the 
Jerusalem Diocesan Account (Armenian Fund), at the London and 
Westminster Bank, St. James’s Square, 8.W., and will be at the 
disposal of a Council consisting of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Bishop of Jerusalem, Rev. Preb. Wright, Rev. Canon Tristram, 
and Rev. F. E. Wigram, Highfield, Southampton, and others 
interested in this important movement. 


Popery, x Spiritual Tyrmny; 
BY REV. MATTHEW HENRY 


(THE COMMENTATOR). 


‘¢ WHICH HAVE SAID TO THY soUL, Bow DOWN, THAT WE MAY GO 
ovER.”’ Isaiah li. 28. 

The enemy referred to in this passage is Babylon ; Babylon, in 
the New Testament, is Rome—the Papacy—and the Papal king- 
dom. There are many things said of Babylon, in the Old Testament, 
which are plainly referred to in those predictions, which we Lave 
in the book of the Revelation, of the rise, reign, and ruin of that 
usurped power ; this of Babylon’s saying to the soul, ‘‘ Bow down,” 
seems to be alluded to in that article of the trading of the New 
Testament Babylon, where her merchandise is said to be in slaves 
(or bodies, as in the margin) and souls of men. (Rev. xviii. 13.) 
We give God thanks for the deliverance of our land from Popery ; 
its first deliverance was at the Reformation, when Popish errors 
and delusions were discovered, disowned, and protested against, 
Popish powers shaken off and broken, and popish idolatries and 
supersititions rooted up and purged out. 

Now, what is it that is the ground of our thanksgiving for past 
deliverances ? It is the preservation of our RELIGION, THE Pro- 
TESTANT RELIGION, as now owned and professed among us. It is the 
keeping out of Popery, which at the Reformation was driven out, 
and which our Popish enemies, both at home and abroad, have been 
very industrious to bring in, and to re-establish amongus. It is 
proper, therefore, to enquire what that thing called Popery is, 
that mischievous, dangerous thing from which we are delivered, 
What evil there is in it, and what harm it would do us, if it should 
get the mastery, that we may see what reason we have to be 
greatly thankful to God for our deliverance from it, and still to 
dread all its assaults upon us and to pray against it; and this, 
among other bad things we have to charge it with, is, that if the 
Pope and the Romish clergy might have their will, they would say 
to our souls, ‘‘ Bow down, that we may go over.” 

The spirit of Popery is a spirit of inhuman cruelty to all who 
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oppose it, as appears by the martyrologies of former times.* We 
have reasons to fear that, in the case of the prevalence of Popery, 
far the greatest part of the nation would have yielded to it. Those 
who are under the power of infidelity and impiety, and are, indeed, 
of no religion, will readily be of any religion. And the tyranny of 
Popery over the souls of sinners is a much greater mischief, and of 
more fatal consequence, than its tyranny over the bodies of saints. 

I. Popery is an invasion upon the prerogative of our Lord Jesus, 
Christ is the sovereign of the heart, the rightful sovereign ; for 
Him the throne is to be reserved. It is ‘the word of Christ” 
that is to dwell in the soul, and to rule there, and to Him only 
every thought is to be brought into obedience. “ The kingdom of 
God is within you.” Christ is the King of the Church ; to Him all 
judgment is committed, for He has all ‘‘ power given Him both 
in heaven and in earjh.” (Philip. ii. 9, 10.) ‘ Every tongue 
must confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” (Verse 11.) Now this 
indisputable right, which Christ alone has, to say to souls, ‘‘ Bow 
down,”’ is usurped by the Church of Rome. For the Pope is made 
to be the sovereign of the heart; and the head of the church. It 
is frequent with them to call the Pope, “ Dominus Deus Noster 
Papa,”—our Lord God the Pope. Christ is the great Lawgiver, 
but it isa principle of their canon law, that the Pope has all right 
and all laws in his breast, and is accountable to none; that the 
Bishop of Rome, as successor of St. Peter, is the supreme and 
universal pastor of the Church, by Divine appointment, and that all 
churches, all souls, are bound to yield obedience to His commands. 
The Papists will not allow the Scriptures to have any authority 
but what is derived from the Pope and their Church. They make 
the Pope an infallible judge in matters of faith. They maintain 
that their Church never erred, nor can err, that the Pope, when he 
is “‘in cathedra”’ (the pontifical chair), is an oracle! And what 
sort of men have these bishops of Rome been, who have been 
intrusted with this pretended infallibility ? One of themselves (an 
historian) confes:es that many of them were ‘ hominuin portenta ”’ 
(monsters of men). And another writer among them owns, ‘“ that 
there were scarce any sins (except that of heresy) which the 
bishops of Rome were not guilty of.” Again, they give the Pope 
the power to forgive sin, and to absolve from the punishment of it. 
They have a groundless notion that the spare merits of goo! men, 
by their works of supererogation, which they had no occasion to 
make use of themselves, are laid up in the treasures of the Church, 
which the Pope has the key of, and grants the benefits of, fora 
sum of money, to such as he thinks qualified for it. The selling of 
the Pope’s indulgences was the first thing that Luther witsessed 
against, in the year 1517. 

* From February 1555 to 1558, nearly 300 martyrs suffered death by fire. 
Among them 5 bishops, 21 clergymen, 84 mechanics, 100 servants and 
labourers, 26 married women, 20 widows, 8 single women, besides those 
who perished in prisons and suffered other punishments, 
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Il. The Papal power invades the rights and liberties of the 
subjects of Christ's kingdom, enslaves them, oppresses them, and 
tyrannizes over them, and says to their souls, ‘“ Bow down, that 
we may go over.” Let us observe some few of the many instances 
that might be given of the tyranny of the Church of Rome over the 
souls of men. 

1. ‘They oblige people to believe as true whatever their Church 
requires them to believe, though contrary to sense and reason. A 
grosser instance of this cannot be given than the belief of the 
doctrine of transubstantiation, making men believe that which they 
see, and feel, and taste to be bread, is no bread, but the body of 
Christ; and this imaginary change is to be wrought by the 
priest's pronouncing four words over it. ‘‘ Hoc est corpus meum” 
—for this ismy body. And when the soul is brought to ‘ bow 
down " to this, they are ready ‘‘to go over it ” with troops of 
strong delusions, and make it believe any impostures. 

2. They oblige people to obey all the commands of their Church, 
though ever so contrary to the Divine commands. A plain proof 
of this, is their worship of images; God has expressly forbidden 
it, and frequently in His word has given many reasons for the pro- 
hibition ; and yet the Church of Rome commands its members to 
fall down and worship images of God, Christ, and the saints, to 
pray before them, to adore the Hist. They leave the second eom- 
mandment out of the ten on this account, and divide the tenth 
into two. 

3. They forbid the use of the Scriptures to the common people, 
and oblige them to surrender their Bibles. 

4. They take away the cup in the Lord’s Supper from the 
laity, and will alow them to communicate but in one kind. 

5. They make the validity and virtue of the sacraments to 
depend upon the intention of the priest. So the Council of Trent 
has decreed. 

6. They offer up their public prayers and praises in a language 
which the generality of the people do not understand. The mass 
isall in Latin. This isa great dishonour to God, and directly 
contrary to the law of Christ, who has commanded us to pray and 
praise with the understanding. 

7. ‘They oblige all people, at some certain times, to confess all 
their sins privately to a priest, in order to their receiving absolution 
from him. 

8. They impose what penances they please upon those who 
come to them to receive absolution; and force them to submit to 
them by denying them absolution unless they do. 

9. They undertake to absolve men from their lawful oaths, and 
to dissolve and dispense with the most solemn and sacred obliga- 
tions. 

10. By the fear of purgatory, and the hope of advantage which 
men’s souls may have by masses said for them after they are dead, 
they amass to themselves vast riches, to the ruin of families; and 
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this is another instance of the tyranny of Popery; and many more 
might be given for the proof of this charge, that Popery is a spiritual 
tyranny. 

The Application. 


1. Let this confirm and increase our pious zeal against Popery, 
and our holy indigoation at the pride and tyranny ofthe Church of 
Rome. Wemay now be tempted to cry out, O Jesus, are these 
Thy Christians ? Are these the followers of the meek and lowly 
Saviour, who came into the world not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister; not to destroy, but to save souls? Are these pro- 
fessors of that Gospel, which make these two of its first precepts, 
humility and charity? Can these be ever owned as friends of 
Christ, who ride over the heads, trample upon the conscience of 
the free-born subjects of God’s kingdom in the world? Is it 
possible, that under the umbrage of Christ’s name, and that by such 
as from His saving name Jesus, call themselves Jesuits, so much 
opposition should be given to pure Christianity ? Our Lord, in his 
preaching, was never so severe upon any sinners as He was upon the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who bound heavy burdens upon men’s con- 
sciences, and grievous to be borne.* It may be wondered at, that 
such a spiritual tyranny as this has continued so long in the Church, 
that God has so long suffered it; but God has wise and holy ends 
in permitting it. ‘“ It must needs be that such offences come, that 
they which are perfect may be made manifest.” 


2. Let us bless God that we are, by the providence and grace of 
God, delivered from this bondage of Rome; that we are a Prorss- 
tant Nation, and continue so to this day, notwithstanding the rest- 
less designs of our Popish enemies to bring us back into Egypt 
again. Many a weapon has been formed against us and our holy 
religion, which has never prospered. Here we may set up our 
Ebenezer, ‘‘ Hitherto the Lord has helped us.’ No enchantment 
has hitherto prevailed against our Jacob; nor any divination 
against our Israel; but according to this time it has been said, and 
shall be said of Jacob, and of Israel, ‘‘ What has God wrought! ”’ + 
We can never be thankful enough for the abolition of the Papal 
power in these kingdoms, and the preventing of its return. Happy 
art thou, O Great Britain ; who is like unto thee? a people saved by 
the Lord / Think what a mercy it is to us that we have the Scrip- 
tures in a language we understand; that the pure word of God is 
read in our churches and chapels every Sabbath day ; that we have 
plenty of Bibles ; that we have so many helps in searching the 
Scriptures in order to understand them, that we may see with our 
eyes, and may find our religion there, where alone we are to seek it, 
in the Word of God ; that our public prayers and praises are offered 
up so that we may join in them with the understanding; that we 
have the Lord’s Supper in both kinds. We can never be thankful 


* Matt, xxiii, 4, t+ Numb. xxiii, 23. 
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enough to God for these privileges, and ought to take care lest by 
our unthankfulness for them, we provoke God to deprive us of 
them. 


8. Being delivered from the spiritual oppression of the Church 
of Rome, let us serve God the more cheerfully, ‘in holiness and 
righteousness before Him all the days of our life.” What will it 
avail us to be Protestants in profession, if we be not Christians in 
sincerity ? To be of a Reformed Church, if we be not reformed 
in our own conversation, and transformed through the grace of God, 
by the renewing of our minds? We are delivered from the power 
of the man of sin at Rome, but what the better shall we be for that, 
if we continue under the power of the man of sin in our own 
hearts ? 


4, Being delivered out of the snare of Popish tyranny, let us, 
** stand fast in the liberty whereunto Christ has made us free,” 
and dread the thought of being again entangled in that snare. 
However it may change its disguise, PopEry 1s THE SAME EVIL THING 
THAT EVER IT WAS, and its advocates as restless as ever to re-establish 
it in our land, We have no reason to be secure, but to take heed, 
lest by our sins we provoke God to suffer these oppressors of con- 
science again to have dominion over us. 0 let us be earnest with 
God in prayer to keep Popery out of our land, and to fortify our 
bulwarks against it; that if that enemy ‘ should come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord”? may again ‘lift up a standard 
against him.’’* We know not how we should be able to bear up 
and keep our ground if trying times should come, and therefore have 
reason to pray that there may be a “ lengthening of our peace ; ” 
and let us dread the departure of our glory, in the captivity of our 
ark ; and the removal of our candlestick in the loss of our Bible, 


5. Let us all carefully watch against that in ourselves, which 
we wituess against in the Church of Rome, lest we be found con- 
demning ourselves in that thing which we allow. We condemn the 
Papists for their idolatry and formality in worship; let us take 
heed of spiritual idolatry, of resting in the outside of duties, and 
suffering our hearts to depart from God, when we “ draw near to 
Him with our mouths and honour Him with our lips.” We con- 
demn them for pouring contempt upon the Scriptures, keeping 
people in ignorance of them, let us take heed lest we, through 
carelessness and neglect of our duty, keep our friends and others 
ignorant of the Scriptures, and lest we be strangers to them, and 
govern ourselves by the will of the flesh and the way of the world, 
in those things wherein the Word of God ought to be our command- 
ing rule. And let us prove that we are governed by a spirit of 
love and not of bigotry. In those things which concern the power 
of godliness, let us be “fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 


* Isaiah’ lix, 19, 
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Commemoration of the Gobenanting Struggle. 


Appropriate commemorations are to be held throughont the 
country of that lengthened and terrific contest by which our Civil 
and Religious Liberties were secured in the months of June and 
July, 1680, 

On the 22nd June, 1680, Richard Cameron gave forth his famous 
Declaration at Sanquhar. By that act, the Revolution of 1688 be- 
came in effect, although then a future, yet im reality an accom- 
plished fact. That act rang the deathknell of the Stuart dynasty. 
It announced to the world that ‘‘ there must be no tyranny on the 
throne.” To this end they had lifted up their hands with their 
hearts in solemn Covenant to God. 

Men called it rash—perhaps it was a crime— 

His deed flashed out God's will an hour before the time. 
That ‘‘ disowning of Charles Stuart, who had been reigning, or 
rather tyrannising. on the throne of Britain,” was the crowning act 
of one of Scotland’s mighty preachers, while his death was charac- 
teristic of ‘‘the killing time.” On the 22nd July, a month after the 
Declaration was published, Kiehard Cameron was cut down on 
Aird’s Moss, ‘‘ praying and fighting” for our ‘‘ Covenanted Reforma- 
tion.” 

The universal dissemination of that Sanquhar Declaration aroused 
the British Lion, and eight years thereafter Popish tyranny, in the 
person of James VII., was banished for ever from the throne; 
William of Orange, supported by 14,000 Dutch bayonets, on the 
invitation of the convention of Estates in England and Scotland, 
ascended the throne; soon the cause of the Revolution was decided 
in Scotland, by the regiment raised by the Cameronians; and the 
liberties of the Kingdom were secured by binding Deeds of Settle- 
ment. 

At this distance of two hundred years, and in the midst of the 
gathering forces of opposition to the interest of truth and freedom. it 
is an important duty to remind this generation that in the most 
solemn acts Scotland was repeatedly givenover to Christ the King,and 
that his acceptance of the dedication has been testified in repeated 
national blessing, while all things make for attestation to the Rev. 
James Guthrie’s prophecy that ‘the Covenants, the Covenants 
alone, can prove Scotland’s reviving.” 

The proposal has met with wide acceptance, that at Sanquhar, 
at Aird’s Moss, and, as far as possible, at every martyr’s grave, 
scene of martyrdom, and other places, services should be held 
simultaneously, or as close thereto as local cireumstances will per- 
mit. These Commemorative Services would form a_ suitable 
occasion for the exposition and defence of Bible and Reformation 
truth, as well as of the principles, struggle, and victory of our 








28 THE ARMOURY. 


Covenanting fathers which, it is hoped, would, by the Divine 
blessing, prove of present and lasting benefit to Scotland and the 
world. 
The following has been agreed upon as a basis of common 
action, in order to the Commemoration of the Covenanting Struggle 
in the months of June and July, 1880. That arrangements be 
made for conducting religious services at suitable. places through- 
out Scotland, the topics to be discussed embracing questions con- 
nected with the History, Objects, and Results of the Covenanting 
Struggle, with present duty in connection therewith; and in 
particular, 
1,—The Infallibility, Inspiration, and Supreme Authority of the 
Sacred Scriptures. 

2.—The Agreeableness of the Confession of Faith and Presbyterian 
Church Government to the Word of God. 

8.—The Mediatorial Sovereignty of Christ over His Church and 
the Nations, involving Submission to His Word and Will. 

4.—The Seriptural Character of National Covenanting, with the 
Civil and Religious benefits resulting from the great National 
Struggle terminating in the Revolution of 1688. 

As funds will be requisite in order suitably and effectively to 
carry out the object contemplated, contributions are respectively 
solicited from all who value the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty which flowed from the conflict so heroically waged by the 
Scottish Covenanters. 

Contributions may be sent to James M‘Mrconart, Esq., Trea- 
surer, 86, Argyle Arcade, Glasgow ; Peter Rosertson, Esq., 
Commercial Bank, South Bridge Street, Edinburgh: or to J. 
MOIR PORTEOUS, D.D., Leadhills, Secretary. 





aeligions Gorporutions in Srunee. 


One of our Paris Correspondents writes:—By way of justifying 
the much-vexed 7th Clause in M. Jules Ferry’s Education Bill 
the French Government lately issued a Blue Book containing a 
census of all the non-authorised religious corporations, with a 
specification of the localities which they inhabit, the educational and 
other establishments which they direct, and the number of mem- 
bers which they boast. Annexed to these statistics are three maps 
of France covered with red, blue, or black signs, which respectively 
exhibit the places in each department where the non-authorized 
communities of males and females, and where the Jesuits, have 
homes. Next comes a diagram to illustrate the increasing import- 
ance which the religious corporations have acquired since 1861 in 
point of numbers and influence. One can scarcely say after 
the perusal of this book that the guerilla forces of the Ohurch are 
things to be despised; and as regards the Jesuits in particular, 
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there seems to be some ground for the uneasiness with which the 
encroachments of this powerful corporation are watched by persons 
who desire to see free institutions implanted on the Continent. 

The 7th Clause of M. Ferry’s Bill prohibits all members of 
unauthorized religious corporations, male or female, from teaching 
in public or private schools. By non-authorized corporations the 
Bill means thove orders which have not applied, as the law directs, 
for a permis de séjour on French soil, at the same time submitting 
to Government a copy of their rules, a list of their members, and a 
statement of the amount of property of which they are possessed. 
Such orders are, in fact, clandestine associations of religious mendi- 
cants, and without intending to say anything offensive about them, 
one may point out that their position is analogous to that of secret 
political societies which the law prohibits. Under monarchical 
régimes it may have seemed desirable to the authorities to tolerate 
these corporations, whose doctrines were antagonistic to Liberal- 
ism; but now that the Liberals are in power it is natural that 
they should not allow the law to be defied by bodies of men and 
women who are covertly their enemies. The number of unlicensed 
corporations for men in France amounts to no less than 98, scat- 
tered among 81 departments, possessing 446 monastic houses, 
and reckoning 7,489 members. The unauthorized nuns form an 
even stronger body. They are divided into 406 communities, 
possesses 950 convents or conventual houses, and number 18,994 
individuals, of whom 6,655 are engaged in educational work, while 
about half the remainder are employed in hospitals, asylums, and 
foundling institutes. No more than 3,616 of the unauthorized 
nuns lead cloistered lives, and of these the greater part spend 
their time in the work of propaganda, inditing circulars, posting 
begging letters, and conducting attractive religious services. One 
need not marvel after this thit the maps of France already men- 
tioned should be scored all over with blue and red dots speaking 
to the widespread influence of the unauthorised corporations over 
the country. The blue map shows that there are only three 
departments, the Hautes Alpes, the Creuse, and the Yonne, where 
no unauthorised sisterhoods exist, and the first of the two red maps 
notes only four departments, the Hautes Alpes, Ardennes, Cantal, 
Creuse, Eure, and Haute Saone where there are no unlicensed 
brotherhoods. The second red map is devoted to the Jesuits, and 
in this one we find the ambitious corporation which has been three 
times expelled from France, holding prosperous establishments in 
51 departments out of 81. 

The gradual rise of the Jesuits is one of those facts on which the 
Blue-book expatiates with most earnestness. In 1841 the Society 
of Jesus owned 27 establishments in France, three of which (at 
Paris, Vais, and Laval) were seminaries, and they boasted 586 
members. From 1841 to 1851 the society created but three new 
establishments, being watched with suspicion by the Government 
of Louis Philippe and that of the Republic which succeeded it; but 
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during the next decade, thanks to the Falloux Law and to the toler- 
ance of the Imperial Government, they founded sixteen new branch 
houses. In 1861 the number of Jesuits was officially computed at 
1,011. After that their numbers increased, and their power grew 
apace ; so that, in the course of the next sixteen years they were 
enabled to institute twenty-eight fresh houses. In 1877 they had 
74 residences in 51 departments, including six large seminaries, 
two small ones, and 81 free colleges; and their numbers had 
increased to 1,509 members. At present they are building two 
new colleges, and are rapidly extending their influence over the 
newly instituted Catholic Universities. 

The Jesuits are now a semi-authorised corporation, and there are 
a number of other communities in the same case whose work must be 
taken into account when one reckons on the power which the mon- 
keries and nunneries wield. Thus the Maristes teach in 6 scholastic 
establishments; the Picpuciens in 2; the Dominicans in 1; the 
Oblats de St. Hilaire and the Eudistes in 3; the Oblats de Marie 
in 2 ; the Priests of the Immaculate Conception, the Péres du Sacre 
Coeur, the Péres de Ste. Marie, the Missionaires de St. Frangois 
de Sales, and the Fréres de St. Jean de Dieu in 24 between them. 
All the friars who teach in the above schools are not licensed as 
teachers, though they are so as religious brothers. There is a 
difference here, for in the day schools of the State it is required 
that the teachers shall have diplomas, and the new education law 
will impose their obligation on all schoolmasters and mistresses 
whatsoever ; this proviso, however, being levelled less at the monks, 
who in general are fairly educated, than at the nuns, who are for 
the most part very ignorant. It may surprise many to hear that 
no fewer than 131,750 authorised (but non-diplomaed) nuns are 
engaged in educational work, and hold the absolute direction of 
16,478 girls’ schools. Besides such figures as this, the 13,994 
unauthorised nuns do not seem a large force; but the object of 
the Government in suppressing them is to check the growth of 
those religious corporations which would be springing up 
everywhere if the present system of tolerance, which 
is unfair to lay teachers, were continued. Moreover, it has 
been noticed that the new unauthorised communities 
of nuns are much more active in political propaganda 
than the old ones, and much more insidious in their efforts to 
coax away children from those lay schools which they term “ god- 
less houses.” The nuns of the Sacred Heart, for instance, have 
flourishing establishments in 21 departments; the Franciscaines 
teach in 26 departments, and the Sisters of St. Joseph in 9. 
Other more insignificant corporations are mentioned in the Blue- 
book, but enough may be gathered from the foregoing statistics to 
show that the politicians who have taken alarm at the spread of 
conventual influence are not as men sparring at shadows. Con- 
sidering how Republicanism is attacked by all the religious orders, 
the party now in power have some right to» demand that these 
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orders shall not enjoy privileges, but shall be subjected to the 
common law, which no one thinks harsh when applied to laymen. 
The Freemasous are a powerful body, but the meetings of their 
lodges are placed under close police surveillance ; and individual 
Masons who exercise educational functions are not only required 
to have diplomas or University degrees, but must abstain from 
inciting their pupils to contempt of religion. If the Masons set 
up a school of unlicensed teachers and began to impart a politi- 
cal education based upon a negation of the Christian doctrine, 
they would be stopped at once as dangerous to the State. Many 
of the religious corporations, however, are in their way quite as 
dangerous.—Daily News. 


“Ho Faith foith Heretics.”—rae wALDENsEs. 
BY R. J. NIVEN, ESQ. 


Let us now remove to another scene, where we shall see this 
same spirit at work, even to the Alpine Valleys, where the Wal- 
denses suffered the persecutions and perfidies of Rome for many 
generations, waking up tte righteous indignation of Cromwell in 
their defence, and the mighty pen of Milton to describe their 
sufferings and their constancy. Over and over again did a handful 
of these brave and Bible-loving mountaineers overcome whole 
armies of their brutal Papal foes, and seldom were they overcome 
till theit enemies resorted to treachery and deceit as more effectual 
than open warfare. The whole history of this noble people is 
intensely interesting, and we might fill a volume in recounting the 
events of it, Our main object at present, however, is to show 
the perfidy and systematic covenant-breaking of Papal Rome, and 
there are only too many examples in the history of the Vaudois. 

To begin with, Innocent III. issued a Bull for their extermina- 
tion, the pretended Vicar of the meek and lowly Jesus commanding 
his people to engage in wholesale murder, and that under the 
promise of their personal salvation. The Bull calling out these 
ruffians “legitimized their title to any property they might have 
illegally acquired, and promised remission of all their sins to such 
as should kiJl any heretic. It annulled all contracts made in 
favour of Vaudois’’ (Hist. Ref. vol. ii. p. 485). Here is the very 
principle of ecovenant-breaking openly announced in this Papal Bull. 
After various defeats to the Romish forces which were from time to 
time sent against these unoffending people, an army of released 
prisoners and other ruffians was gathered together by the Duke of 
Savoy, in Oct., 1560, to exterminate them. The attacking parties 
of this army being always repulsed with great slaughter by the 
brave and patriotic Vaudois, Count La Trinita, the general in com- 
mand, saw that though very courageous, they were a simple, con- 
fiding people, utterly unacquainted with the ways of falsehood and 
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intrigue ; and of this he prepared to take advantage. He got 
together their leading men, and told them that this was no pleasant 
work for him, but that if they would make a few trifling concessions, 
all should be at peace. He then proposed that they should deposit 
their arms in the house of one of their syndics, permit him (the 
general) to go with a small train and celebrate mass in the church 
of San Lorenzo, in Angrozua, anid afterwards pay a visit to their 
famous fortress, the Pra del Tor. The good people, although some 
of their pastors were opposed to it, agreed to this infamous pro- 
posal. ‘The Papal general did all this, and, still wearing the mask, 
asked them to raise a sum of 20,000 crowns, on payment of which 
he would withdraw his army. Concession after concession 
being granted, the Count La Trinita now believed that 
he had those people fully in his power. ‘His soldiers 
did their pleasure in the valley of Lucerna,” they pillaged 
the houses and outraged the inhabitants, committing atrocities 
which cannot be told. La Trinita compelled the people whom he 
had deceived and robbed, to provide bread for his soldiers, and 
then deyoted the men to excruciating torture, and the women to 
revolting outrage (Hist. Ref. vol. ii. p. 460-1). But even this 
was not the end of the covenant-breaking. The Vanudois in the 
meantime were impatiently waiting the return of their deputies, 
who had been to the court of the Duke, expecting the honourable 
peace which had been promised. After an absence of six weeks 
they reappeared, but their dejected faces showed too well before 
they spoke that they had not succeeded. They were sent back 
with an order “enjoining unconditional submission to the Church 
of Rome on pain of extermination. To enforce this order to the 
uttermost, a more numerous army was at that moment being 
raised. The mass or universal slaughter—such was the alternative 
now presented to them” (Hist. Ref. vol. ii. p. 461). So clearly 
does Rome deserve the character given in Holy Writ—‘ Speaking 
lies in hypocrisy.” This infamous deceit and treacherous cruelty, 
however, woke up the spirit of this noble people. ‘ Rather than 
thus disgrace their ancestors, imperil their own souls, and entail a 
heritage of slavery on their children, they would die a thousand 
times.”” ‘The inhabitants of the different valleys swore an oath of 
alliance, and also this, ‘‘ We promise to maintain the Bible whole 
and without admixture, according to the usage of the true .apostolic 
church, persevering in this holy religion although it be at the peril 
of our life, that we may transmit it to our children intact and pure, 
as we received it from our fathers” (Hist. Ref. vol. ii. p. 462). It 
was in this grand fashion that the Waldenses opened one of the 
most brilliant campaigns ever waged by their arms.—/ Ibid.) 

The next day these Christian people must choose between the 
mass and extermination. One of the churches taken from them 
was decked in Popish fashion, with altar and lighted tapers, for 
the Vaudois to hear their first mass. The expected penitents went, 
but not much to the liking of the priest. In a few minutes they had 
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dismantled the place, and extinguished the tapers. Images were 
pulled down, rosaries and crucifixes were cast into the streets. The 
preacher ascended the pulpit, and reading out as his text Isa. xlv. 20 
—‘‘ Assemble yourselves and come ; draw near together ye that are 
escaped of the nations ; they have no knowledge that set up the 
word of their graven image, and pray unto a God that cannot see ” 
—preached a sermon that struck the key-note of the campaign. 

Count La Trinita tried every plan without success. He was 
worsted in every engagement, and his armies routed, although he 
got reinforcements both from France and Spain. The immense 
slaughter of his troops might have been greater, only that the 
Vaudois were, unlike him, so merciful in the hour of victory. 
But what arms will not do he expects to accomplish by the old 
game of fraud, and so, while negotiations are going on between the 
Waldenses and the Duke for an honourable peace, La Trinita 
basely attacks them by surprise, and hopes to devote them to the 
slaughter. But God defends the right, and a handful of these 
mountaineers chased a thousand, so that La Trinita led away his 
ruffians in shame avd disgrace. Not only was the whole cam- 
paign a diabolical persecution of the faithful, but it was pursued 
with that deceit and truce-breaking which have always been so 
characteristic of Papal Rome. 

We have to add yet another chapter to this part of the subject. 
Calabria in the fourteenth century was colonized by Waldenses 
and Albigenses, who speedily made the wilderness to blossom like 
the rose, and this for a space of two hundred years. But Rome 
scented them out, and two Dominican monks visiting San Sexto, 
their principal city, demanded that their people should dismiss their 
pastors and hear mass. Instead of this, they fled to the moun- 
tains. The monks, however, going to La Guardia, shut the gates, 
and told the people that those of San Sexto had abjured their faith 
and had gone to mass. By these lies they were seduced into hear- 
ing mass, until the gates being opened, they discovered the false- 
hood, and went out to join their brethren in the woods. That is 
the way in which Rome makes converts, and the butcheries which 
resulted from this treacherous beginning are amongst the most 
atrocious which disgrace the page of history. 

The Great Massacre, celebrated by the poetic pen of Milton, and 
which brought out the noble interposition of Cromwell, was accom- 
plished by the basest treachery. The Waldenses successfully 
resisted the attacks of Pianezis's army, uutil he asked them to come 
and treat for peace—told them that he only came to track a few 
fugitives, and apologised for excesses of his soldiers. He asked 
them to admit a few of his regiments in token of their loyalty, and 
said then all should be ended. Alas, alas, that such Papal lies 
should be believed by a simple, honest people. For two days the 
deceit was kept up, the soldiers living in houses of the Vaudois, and 
then followed one of the most bloody and accursed persecutions the 
civilised world has ever seen—so dreadful that in public audience 
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we dare no! mention the particulars, but the general nature of which 
is so graphically described in the immortal words of Milton. (Hist. 
Prot. vol. ii. p. 486-7.) 

* Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaughtered saints, whose bones 

Lie scattered in the Alpine mountains cold; 

Even them who kept Thy truth so pure of old, 

When all our fathers worshipt stocks and stones, 


Forget not; in Thy book record their groans 
Who were Thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese that roll’d 


Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 


To heaven, Their martyr’d blood and ashes sow 
O’er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 
The triple tyrant ; that from these may grow 


A hundredfold, who, having learned Thy way, 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe.” 


The Eber-Virgin Viel. 


‘*] aM BECOME A STRANGER UNTO MY BRETHREN, AND AN ALIEN 
UNTO MY MOTHER’S CHILDREN.’’—Psalm lxix. 8. 


Has not this verse a bearing on the doctrine of the aswapbenua 
or “ Ever-virginity of Mary?’ More manifestly than many is 
this Psalm of Messianic application. Note for example v. 9. 
and 21. But does John ii. 16,17, more palpably connect itself 
with vy. 9, or Matt. xxvii. 82, 88, with v. 21, than John vii. 5, with 
v.82 Yet when in his well-known exposition contending for the 
Ever-virginity, Bishop Pearson never so much as names this 
verse. ‘This is the more unsatisfactory that he elsewhere urges 
that our Lord’s “‘ brethren” are never called the “ Sons of His 
Mother.” But is not this a plain begging of the question ; for in 
this very 8th verse (if like verses 9 and 21, it does relate to the Mes- 
siah’s circumstances )theyare so called ? And is not the Bishop's 
whule treatment of this particular question unsatisfactory ? 

In favour of his own position he cites no single passage of 
Scripture,—there is indeed none to cite—but simply adduces the 
following chain of human suggestions or prejudices, not one of which 
appears to retain any weight when placed in the light of inspira- 
tion’s own definition of marriage as “ honourable in all,” or of its 
exalted standing as the great symbol of the union’ between the 
Lord and His Church. 

‘Though there be,” says he, ‘‘ no further mention in the creed 
than that He was born of the Virgin Mary,” (then why not stop 
where the creed stops ?)—yet the peculiar emimency and unparal- 
leled privilege of that mother, the special honour and reverence due 
unto that Son, and ever paid by her, the regard of that Holy Ghost 
who came upon her, and the power of the Highest which over- 
shadowed her, the singular goodness and piety of Joseph, to whom 
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she was espoused, have persuaded the Church of God in all ages 
to believe that she still continued in the same virginity and there- 
fore is to be acknowledged the ever-Virgin Mary.” 

Surely then the Church has in all ages gone beyond both Holy 
Scripture and her own creed, which the Bishop only just before 
admits to be wholly silent on the subject. 

And is not so Scripture-less a predicament, a very infirm basis 
for belief by a Church whose 11th Article declares that ‘‘ whatsoever 
is not read in Holy Scripture, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man that it should be believed as an article of 
faith ? ’ 

But next let us see how the learned Bishop is able to deal with 
what is read in Holy Scripture indirectly bearing on the subject, 
for if one so able cannot make it plain that what is therein against 
him, at least at first sight, is not really so—his side of the question 
cannot but border on the hopeless. 

One example must suffice—* For though, ”’ he writes, “ as they 
object St. Matthew testifieth that Joseph knew not Mary until she 
had brought forth her first born son, from whence they would 
infer that afterwards he knew her, yet the manner of the Scrip- 
ture language produceth no such infereace.’’ Be it so. But what 
is the emphatic probability which it does produce ? We may esti- 
mate this by one of the very examples which the Bishop himself 
selects in supposed aid of his own contention. In 2 Sam. vi. 
23, it is written, ‘* Michal the daughter of Saul had no child until 
the day of her death’’—‘‘ and yet,” adds the Bishop, “it were a 
ridiculous stupidity to dream of any midwifery in the grave.” But 
if certainly designing to express the same life-long perpetuity 
in Mary’s case, why did not the Evangelist adopt the 
formula, already thus consecrated in Holy Writ, and ready 
to his hand? Why substitute for the more remote limit 
in Michal’s case a less remote in Mary’s? To what end 
thus gratuitously raise a doubt on the subject—for a doubt 
would and must, on comparing 2 Samuel iv. 23 and Matt. i. 
25, inevitably arise in the minds of numbers of readers ? 
And most justly. For is there not obviously all the difference 
between negativing up to a point at which the event became physi- 
cally impossible, and negativing up to one at which it remained 
perfectly practicable ? Especially when the former mode of expres- 
sion had already come into use where life-long non-maternity was 
confessedly intended ? Surely had the Evangelist meant that the 
subsequent non-maternity of Mary was as life-long as Michal’s, he 
would have said so, and made not the Saviour’s birth, but, as in 
Michal’s case Mary’s own death, the limit of the negation. 

Without entering, therefore, on the other points connected with 
the question, and every one of which, to say the least, makes 
rather against than for the Bishop’s contention, and while conceding 
that no sufficient warrant may exist for dogmatically enforcing the 
Helvidian view, (to wit, that ‘‘the brethren of the Lord” were His 
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uterine kinsmen), we cannot but feel amazed that, according to 
the Bishop, ‘‘ the Church in all ages” (but where has the Church 
of England committed herself to such a position?) should have 
seen its way to roundly believing that Mary ‘still continued in the 
same virginity, and therefore was to be acknowledged the ever- 
Virgin Mary.”’ Nor can we feel otherwise than increasingly thank- 
ful for our Church’s VI. Art., albeit regretting there are tokens not a 
few that it is at times “ more honoured in the breach than the 
observance,” in our own day. J. H. W. 





Kom Catholic Appointments. 


Mr. Gladstone no sooner received the reins of Government 
than he proceeded to make at least three Roman Catholic appoint- 
ments. Lord O’Hagan has been again appointed Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland, Lord Kenmare word Chamberlain to Her Majesty's 
household, and Lord Ripon Viceroy of India. The Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland is one of the offices which has been opened 
by Act of Parliament since the passing of the so-called Roman 
Catholic Relief Act of 1829. Lord O'Hagan in his first appoint- 
ment under Mr. Gladstone’s former administration was the first 
Roman Catholic who held the office of Lord Chancellor of Ireland 
since the Reformation. The Lord Chamberlain, amongst other 
important functions, has the oversight of the Queen’s chaplains and 
the appointment of the Lent preachers at the Chapels Royal. Since 
this appointment has been made it has been asserted that the 
duty in reference to the chaplains will be discharged by the Lord 
Steward. This of itself shows the inconvenience and anomaly 
of appointing an officer who cannot discharge the entire functions 
of his office. Moreover, the Lord Steward has a perfect right to 
complain of more duties being attached to his office than belong to 
it. Ifsuch a practice was generally adopted it would throw the 
officers of State into great confusion. 

The appointment of Lord Ripon is one of the most audacious 
yet made, considering the vast empire of India, the various 
religious beliefs of its inhabitants, and their abhorrence of idola ry 
in many cases. It is the more remarkable as Mr. Gladstone, in 
his ‘‘ Vaticanism,”’ was of opinion, a few years ago, ‘‘ that.no one 
can now become her (a Roman Catholic) convert without renoun- 
cing his mora! and mental freedom, and placing his civil loyalty and 
duty at the mercy of another.” But the appointment has a still 
graver aspect. ‘Lhe Viceroy of India is the immediate represen- 
tative of the Queen. We know no law which sanctions such an 
appointment, and therefore we have to fall back upon the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution and the limitations of the Crown toa 
Protestant succession. Tried by this test we consider the appoint- 
ment unconstitutional and illegal. 
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The great statesmen of the 17th century found, from bitter 
experience, that it was impossible to govern this country on just 
and righteous principles, unless the Sovereign was a Protestant. 
The ‘“ Grand Kemonstrance’’ drawn up by Parliament to Charles 
1. demonstrates, “ by its close and powerful reasoning how 
inseparable religion and politics had become, and how each was 
to be stabbed only through the side of the other."’ Pym, the lead- 
ing spirit in carrying the adoption of that famous document, said, 
“he did not desire any new laws against Popery or rigorous courses 
in the execution of those already in force. He was far from seek- 
ing the ruin of their persons or estates, only he wished they might 
be kept in such a condition as should restrain them from doing 
hurt, The principles of popery are such as are incompatible with 
any other religion. Laws will not restrain them. Oaths will not. 
The Pope will dispense with both these, and where there is ocea- 
sion, his command will move them to the disturbance of 
the realm against their own private disposition, yea, against 
their own reason and judgment, not only in_ spiritual 
matters but in temporal.” The principles of the Caurch of 
Rome are in the present day even more Ultramontane 
that when those remarkable words were uttered. The history of 
our country from the date of ‘* The Grand Remonstrance’? in 1641 
to the time when we called William and Mary to the throne more 
than confirmed the opinion of Pym. For when we look at the 
** Bill of Rights” we see how dangerous it was to have a Papist 
occupying the throne, and how imperatively necessary it was for 
the order and welfare of this country that the throne should be 
limited to a Protestant. 

‘The terms of the “ Bill of Rights,” delivered by the Lords and 
Commons to the Prince and Princess of Orange, February 13, 
1688-9, and afterwards enacted by Parliament on their succession 
to the throne, are, on this point, as follows:—‘‘ And whereas it 
hath been found by experience that it is inconsistent with the 
safety and welfare of this Protestant kingdom to be governed by a 
Popish prince, or by any King or Queen marrying a Papist, the 
said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, &c., do further 
pray that it may be enacted that all and every person and persons 
that is, are, or shall be reconciled to, or shall hold communion 
with, the See or Church of Rome, or shall profess the Popish 
religion, or shall marry a Papist, shall be excluded, and be 
excluded, and be for ever incapable to inherit, possess, or enjoy, 
the Crown and government of this realm and Ireland, and the 
dominions thereunto belonging, or any part of the same, or to have, 
use, or exercise any regal power, authority, or jurisdiction within 
the same ; and in all a:d every such case or cases, the people of 
these realms shall be and are hereby absolved of their allegiance ; 
and the said Crown and government shall from time to time 
descend to, and be enjoyed by, such person or persons, being 
Protestants, as should have inherited and enjoyed the same 
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in case the said person or persons so reconciled hold- 
ing communion, or professing, or marrying as aforesaid, were 
naturally dead—and that every King and Queen of this Realm, who 
at any time hereafter shall ¢ me to and succeed in the Imperial 
crown of this Kingdom shall, on the first day of the meeting of the 
first Parliament next after his or her coming to the throne, sitting 
on his or her throne, in the House of Peers, in the prese:.ce of the 
Lords and Commons therein assembled, or at his or her Coronation 
oath to him or her, at the time of his or her taking the saii oath 
(which shall first happen), make, subscribe, and audibly repeat the 
declaration mentioned in the statute made in the 13th year of the 
reign of King Charles II., intituled, ‘An Act for the more effectual 
preserving the King’s person and government, by disabling 
Papists from sitting in either House of Parliament.’ ” 

A century afterwards the Protestant succession was again 
endangered by the persecutions and atrocities in Scotland, and 
hence in the reign of Queen Anne the statesmen of both countries 
were obliged to reconsider the question, and were unanimovs both 
on the ground of experience and of principle that it was imperatively 
necessary to re-enact the provisions of ‘‘ the Grand Remonstrance’’ 
and of “ the Act of Settlement.” Hence, in the treaty of Union 
with Scotland the second article runs as follows :—‘ That the 
succession to the Moxarchy of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, and of the dominions thereto belonging after her 
most sacred Majesty, and in default of issue of Her 
Majesty be, remain, and continue, to the most excellent 
Princess Sophia, klectoress and Duchess Dowager of Hanover, 
and the heirs of her body being Protestants, upon whom 
the Crown of England is settled by an Act of Parliament 
made in England, in the twelfth year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King William the Third, intituled ‘ An Act for the fur.her 
limitation of the Crown and better securing the rights and liberties 
of the subject ;’ and that all Papists, and persons marrying Papists, 
shall be excluded from, and for ev.r incapable to inherit, possess, 
or enjoy the Imperial Crown of Great Britain, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging, or any part thercof; and, in every such case, 
the Crown and governme.t shall, from time to t.me, descend to, 
and be enjoyed by, such person, being a Protestant, as should have 
inherited and enjoyed the same, in case such Papist, or person 
marrying a Papist, was naturally dead, according to provision for 
the descent of the Crown of England, made by another Act of 
Parliament in England, in the first year of the reign of their late 
Majesties King William and Queen Mary, intituled, ‘An Act 
declaring the rights and liberties of the subject, and settling the 
succession of the Crown.’ ”’ 

The Coronation Oath is in accordance with these provisions, 
and so recently as 1866 when the Parliauentary Oath was 
changed, the reference to the ‘ Protestant succession,” although 
attempted to be struck ont by Mr. Gladstone, was preserved by the 
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efforts of Lord Beaconsfield. It is therefore difficult to see how 
Lord Ripon, as a Roman Catholic who owes his allegiance first to 
the Pope and then to the Queen and whose religious views are 
entirely opposed to Protestantism, can be legally held to be a fit 
representative of the Queen in India. Moreover, Jesuit Missions 
which were so manfully and successfully opposed and resisted by 
the late Dr. Duff will now have full liberty and encouragement, 
under the highest influence, for other objects. We may thus 
expect not only a great impetus to the Koman Catholic Church 
among the natives and Europeans but also an increased develop- 
ment of Romish intrigue, greatly to the detriment of Protestant 
missionaries and all scriptural educational agencies. Moreover, 
that a Protestant nation should sit over the Empire of India, a 
member of such an Anti-Christian system as the Church of Rome, 
to act as Governor General, and Viceroy of the Queen, is heinous in 
the sight of God, and is fitted to draw down the severe judgments 
upon India and the whole British Empire. It is only by righteous- 
ness that a nation is exalted. 





Freedom of Hiscussion. 


An instructive illustration of the dislike to public discussion by 
the Church of Rome may be seen in the condemnation by the 
Archbishop of Milwaukee in America. The Roman Catholic 
newspapers had presumed to discuss the question as to who is to 
be appointed by the Pope as coadjutor to the Archbishop. 
Whereupon Archbishop Henny writes a circular to the priests of 
*he diocese endeavouring to put a stop to the discussion. In 
this circular he says (1.) That such newspaper articles are unneces- 
sary, not called for and against propriety. (2.) That although 
they are written by priests they were written in a tone and man- 
ner that called for the severest rebuke. (3.) Because the semin- 
ary under the care of the archbishop, ‘‘ his pride and joy,” has been 
again and again misrepresented. (4.) That the ‘‘ episcopal 
dignity has been abused and this by priests.” Hence, the Arch- 
bishop concludes, ‘ we hereby forbid any priest within our jurisdic- 
tion to write any publication on the coadjutorship either himself or 
to become in any way direct or indirect accessory or auxiliary to 
the writing thereof. The matter must be dropped wholly and 
entirely.” ‘It is altogether contrary to all the rules of our 
Holy Church to appéal for a decision in such a matter from the 
Hierarchy of the Church to the laity. See the circular in full, 
Weekly Register, March 1st.” 
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Notices of Books, 


Essay on‘ The Care and Education of Children.” By T. O. Smaira. 
Edinburgh: Gibson. London: W. T. Gisson, 88, Pariiament- 
street. Post free, ls. 


This short Essay on the ‘* Care and Education of Children,” 
by Mr. Smith, is important. The author treats principally the 
subject of religious education of children, both in the family and at 
school, as the chief means for promoting their eternal and worldly 
welfare. We cordially wish Mr. Smith’s pamphlet a wide circulation. 





Sermons preached in Trinity Church, Dublin. By the late Jou 
Greece, D.D., Bishop of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross. Dubliu: 
Honezs, Loster, and Ficers. London: James Nispet and Co, 


These sermons were preached by one who was, facile princeps, 
the foremost pulpit orator in the Irish Church during the present 
century. They were, moreover, preached by him when in the full 
vigour of his bodily and mental powers. Along with great 
originality of thought, sound doctrinal teaching, and very able 
exposition of Holy Scripture, they will be found to contain all that 
force of language, heart-melting pathos, and irresistible power of 
appeal for which, as a preacher, Joun GREGG was so remarkable. 
They were accurately reported by a former member of his 
congregation, not with a view to publication, but as a labour of 
love, for his own private use, and to be kept in grateful remembrance 
of one so highly gifted and valued, both as a pastor and as a re- 
ligious teacher. 

A large number of the general public, both in this country 
and elsewhere, who have never had the privilege of hearing the late 
Bishop preach, will, no doubt, be anxious to read in print the ser- 
mons of one whose fame as a preacher was almost world-wide. In 
this way much good, it is believed, will be done by the publication ; 
and with this earnest desire and prayer they are sent forth. 

May their gifted author, thongh dead, yet speak with mighty 
power to the heads and hearts of generations of men who never saw 
or heard him in the flesh ! 

The following are the subjects of the sermons thus published :— 
‘Heart Hearing; ‘‘ The Christian’s Citizenship ;” “ Misery and 
Mercy ;” ‘The Fulness of Salvation ;” ‘Spiritual Fruit, its 
cause and effect ;”’ ‘‘ Christian Principle and Christian Practice ;” 
‘‘ Christian Watchfulness ;” ‘‘ Christian Perfection ;” ‘“* Coming to 
Jesus, the Living Rock.”—Part Iand Part II.—‘‘ The Value of the 
Soul ;” ‘*The Height at which God reigns, the Depth to which 
His mercy reaches ;” ‘* The Life by which Eternal Life is assured ;” 
“‘The only Jordan for the Leprosy of Sin;” ‘‘ The Gospel in the 
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Old Testament ;” ‘‘ Grace to help in time of need ;” “ Justification : 
by whom it is begun, continued, and ended;” ‘The Robe of 
Righteousness ;” ‘‘ The Unity and Trinity of God; ‘The City 
which hath Foundations ;” ‘‘ The Prisoner of Hope ;” “ Fruits of 
Faith ;’ “The Gift of Peace;” ‘Captivity led Captive ;” 
“« Glimpses of Future Glory.” 





A Few Words to Schoolmistresses. London: Hartcnarps, Pic- 
cadilly. 2d.each. 100 for distribution at half-price. 


Considering the principle on which proceeds the teaching of 
Board Schools and the absence of adequate encouragements to 
teachers to promote moral instruction, it is of the utmost im- 
portance that right-minded teachers should be directed to the evils 
that have already appeared among the children attending Board 
Schools, and to the dangers to public morals. The anthor of this 
short tract is evidently experienced in elementary education, and 
has nobly come forward to describe to schoolmistresses the sad 
circumstances which have come to her knowledge about schools in 
all parts of England, and with whizh “the women teachers of girls 
and mixed Schools can effectually cope.” These circumstances are 
so important that we shall give her own words as a reason for her 
serious appeal, and we would most earnestly draw the attention of 
our readers to her Tractate, and to suggest that it should be sent to 
every female teacher engaged in the Board Schools of their re- 
spective districts. The authoress says :—‘*The very low moral 
condition of some of the children who now attend Elementary 
Schools, and who, in consequence of the compulsory powers given 
to School Attendance Committees, will in future attend them in’ 
still larger numbers, does not seem fully known even to the teachers, 
while it is hardly guessed at by the majority of managers. Yet it 
is certain that if it is not recognised, and if stringent measures be 
not taken to deal with it, our schools will become more dangerous 
to the children of the respectable poor, as places where they learn 
vice from bad companions, than valuable as places of instruction 
from good teachers. Some may be familiar with the evils to 
which I refer; but as it is important that all who are in charge of 
children should know exactly what to expect, and what to guard 
against in this direction, I will not refrain from the plainness of 
speech which, painful as it may be to use, is necessary to a right 
understanding of the case. 

It has come to my knowledge that the mingling of the sexes in 
mixed schools, and the mingling of classes—from that of the respect- 
able shopkeeper and day-labourer to that of the tramp or gipsy— 
in all, are often productive of very sad results, unless special care 
be taken by the teacher. From the mixed population of a country 
parish, and from the courts and alleys of a town, children from all 
sorts of homes, and of all grades of respectability, enter our 
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schools, and sit at their lessons side by side. Is it surprising that, 
with the natural freedom of children, the inquisitiveness on one 
side and the communicativeness on the other, almost all the evil 
known to the children of drunken, dissipated parents, and picked 
up in the public-house or in the gutter, is soon communicated to 
those who are more happily situated and better brought up? Is it 
wonderful that in the classes, which, owing to a scanty school staff, 
are often necessarily left in charge of a pupil teacher or monitor, 
much that is corrupting may go on even in school hours? Bad 
words are whispered; wicked words—by which is meant, in many 
districts, a dialect specially appropriated to the expression of in- 
delicate and even unclean ideas—are scribbled on slates; and 
children who are at first innocent of the meaning, are, alas! but 
too soon initiated into a knowledge which, though perhaps not com- 
prehended in its fulness at the time, bears bitter fruit in their after 
lives. Many a teacher has picked up notes or bits of paper, the 
writing on which has made her cheek flush, and would fill her eyes 
with tears, if she understood the full meaning of the words, or the 
harm which they may do to the children. How often, too, is the 
power of picture-drawing, or the talent for caricature, which exists 
more frequently than is supposed among the children of these 
schools, debased to the conveying of indecent ideas upon the walls 
or door of any secluded corner of the school premises ? ” 

This gives a faithful indication of what is going on in connection 
with Board Schools ; and without moral and religious restraint, the 
result tothe general morals of the country cannot fail to be dis- 
astrous. Hence the present tractate is opportune, and fitted to do 
much good. 





A Few Words to the Mothers of Little Children. By the author of 
‘*A Few Words to Schoolmistresses.” London: Hatcuarps. 
Price, 8d. each; or 25 for 5s. 


An earnest appeal to the mothers of the lower classes to bring 
up their children in the fear of God. It contains very useful hints 
to mothers on the social and religious education of their children. 
It also contains a form of prayer for mothers on behalf of their 
children, and a child’s morning and evening prayer. It will be 
found useful for circulation in tiie homes of every parish. We 
cordially recommend it for general distribution. 
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